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THE USE OF CALCIFEROL
IN TUBERCULOUS CONDITIONS

D. E. MACRAE :
M.B. Lond,
MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT, MORLANT CLINICH, ALTON

Tue caleiferol treatment of lupus vulgaris (Charpy
1943, 1944a and b, Dowling and Thomas 1945, 1946,
Dowling et al. 1946, Dowling 1946) is an outstanding
ailvance in the treatment of tuberculosis, and should do
a great deal -towards the elimination of perhaps the
most pathetic class of tuberculous patients. Our main
work so far with ecaleiferol has been in the treatment of
this condition, but I propose also to discuss the results
we have so far obtained with other types of surgical
tuberculosis.

the firat hour. This rose to 16 mm. at the end of a
month, and 18 mm. at the end of two months ; then it
gradually fell to normal, except in patients showing toxic
or other ill effecta.

The differential blood-count was also interesting : the
initial polymorph percentage averaged 61, rose to 67
in five or six weeks, and then gradually returned to its
previous level at the end of thirteen weeks. Similarly,
the lymphoeyte count fell from 32-29;, to 289, and then
rose again. These figures may not be sitriking, but
experimental error can surely be excluded when prac-
tically every -case followed the same pattern, including
those added to the series at a later date.

The blood-caleium levels showed nothing of importance.
The average level was high at the beginning, 11 mg. per
100 e.cm., probably owing te previous general treat-
ment ; after four months it was 11-1 mg. per 100 c.cm.
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